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There can be no doubt about the soundness of
the methods employed in Germany for teaching
English. But, in order that they may be suc-
cessful, it is necessary that the teacher should be
thoroughly acquainted with the language, litera-
ture and culture of the English people. The
writer's impression is that teachers of the type of
Miss Schmidt, who has been mentioned above,
are exceptions rather than the rule in Germany
at the present day. Though the importance of
the study of English in German secondary schools
has increased in recent years, comparatively few
teachers of English have had the opportunity
of training their ear by a visit to England.
For a long time after the war the Ger-
mans could not think of entering the Allied
countries, and even much later, when mutual
good-will was restored between the English and
the Germans, financial difficulties prevented Ger-
man teachers from visiting England. Recently,
however, the system of exchange of students
and teachers, which has been established
with England and America, is making it
possible for teachers and intending teachers
to gain a better command of the English
language by residing in England and the United
States.1
Another factor which affects the efficiency of
teachers of English in Germany and prevents
1 In 1931 there was an exchange of twenty-eight teachers between
England and Germany. Of these, ten were full-time teachers and
eighteen half-time teachers giving only conversational lessons.